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Endometriosis is a chronic gynecological condition characterized by 

the presence of endometrial-like tissue outside the uterus, leading to 

severe pelvic pain, infertility, and diminished quality of life. Pain 

management in endometriosis is multifaceted, often requiring a 

combination of pharmacological and non-pharmacological approaches. 

Oxycodone, a potent opioid analgesic, is frequently considered for 

managing severe pain when conservative treatments fail. This narrative 

review explores the efficacy, benefits, and challenges associated with 

oxycodone use in endometriosis pain management. Additionally, it 

examines alternative pain management strategies and provides clinical 

recommendations to optimize patient outcomes while mitigating 

potential risks. 
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Introduction:- 
Endometriosis affects approximately 10% of women of reproductive age and is a leading cause of chronic pelvic 

pain and infertility (Berkley, Rapkin, & Papka, 2006). The condition is marked by the growth of endometrial-like 

tissue outside the uterine cavity, which responds to hormonal fluctuations, resulting in inflammation, pain, and the 

formation of adhesions (Madding & Kennedy, 1963). The management of endometriosis-related pain is complex, 

often necessitating a combination of hormonal therapies, surgical interventions, and analgesics. While non-opioid 

analgesics and hormonal treatments form the cornerstone of pain management, opioids like oxycodone are 

considered when these measures prove insufficient (Rees et al., 2000). 

 

This review delves into the role of oxycodone in managing endometriosis-related pain, assessing its efficacy, 

benefits, and potential drawbacks. It also explores alternative pain management strategies and provides 

recommendations for clinicians to ensure optimal patient care. 

 

Pathophysiology of Endometriosis 

Understanding the pathophysiology of endometriosis is crucial for effective pain management. Endometriosis 

involves the presence of endometrial-like tissue in ectopic locations, such as the ovaries, fallopian tubes, and 

peritoneum (Bartosik, Jacobs, & Kelly, 1986). This ectopic tissue undergoes cyclical hormonal changes similar to 

the eutopic endometrium, leading to periodic inflammation, hemorrhage, and the formation of scar tissue or 

adhesions (Gebel et al., 1998). 

 

Inflammatory processes play a pivotal role in the pathogenesis of endometriosis. Molecules like adenosine 

triphosphate (ATP) contribute to maintaining the inflammatory state within the tissue microenvironment, 
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exacerbating pain symptoms (Trapero et al., 2019). Additionally, impaired apoptosis of endometrial tissue in women 

with endometriosis leads to the persistence and proliferation of ectopic lesions (Gebel et al., 1998). 

 

Genetic predisposition, immune system dysfunction, and retrograde menstruation are among the factors contributing 

to the development and progression of endometriosis (Dinsdale, Nepomnaschy, & Crespi, 2021). Furthermore, low 

levels of prenatal and postnatal testosterone have been implicated in influencing the hypothalamic–pituitary–ovarian 

(HPO) axis and reproductive development, potentially increasing susceptibility to endometriosis (Dinsdale et al., 

2021). 

 

Current Pain Management Strategies for Endometriosis 

The management of endometriosis-related pain typically involves a combination of hormonal therapies, non-opioid 

analgesics, and surgical interventions. Hormonal treatments, such as combined oral contraceptives, progestins, and 

gonadotropin-releasing hormone (GnRH) agonists, aim to suppress ovarian hormone production, thereby reducing 

menstrual bleeding and endometrial tissue proliferation (Berkley et al., 2006). 

 

Non-opioid analgesics, including nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs), are commonly used to alleviate 

mild to moderate pain by inhibiting cyclooxygenase (COX) enzymes and reducing prostaglandin synthesis (Rees et 

al., 2000). However, in cases where hormonal therapies and NSAIDs fail to provide adequate pain relief, opioids 

like oxycodone are considered (Rees et al., 2000). 

 

Surgical interventions, such as laparoscopic excision or ablation of endometriotic lesions, are employed to remove 

ectopic tissue, alleviate pain, and improve fertility outcomes (Delgado, Koythong, Sangi-Haghpeykar, Guan, & 

Turrentine, 2021). Postoperative pain management is critical, as surgical removal of extensive endometriosis can 

lead to significant pain, necessitating effective analgesia to ensure patient comfort and recovery. 

 

The Role of Oxycodone in Pain Management 

Oxycodone is a semi-synthetic opioid analgesic that binds to mu-opioid receptors in the central nervous system, 

resulting in the inhibition of ascending pain pathways and altering pain perception and response (Ravera, Chiarlone, 

Bosco, Di Santo, & Arboscello, 2011). Its efficacy in managing severe pain, including postoperative and chronic 

pain conditions, has been well-documented (Rees et al., 2000; Ravera et al., 2011). 

 

In the context of endometriosis, oxycodone is considered when patients experience chronic pelvic pain that is 

refractory to hormonal therapies and NSAIDs. Its potent analgesic properties can provide significant pain relief, 

improving the quality of life for women suffering from this debilitating condition (Delgado et al., 2021). 

 

Efficacy of Oxycodone in Endometriosis Pain Management 

Clinical studies have demonstrated the efficacy of oxycodone in managing both acute and chronic pain associated 

with endometriosis. Delgado et al. (2021) reported that women undergoing robotic surgical excision of 

endometriosis required significantly higher doses of opioids postoperatively compared to patients undergoing 

surgery for other benign gynecologic conditions. This finding underscores the severity of pain experienced by 

endometriosis patients and the necessity for effective analgesia. 

 

Ravera et al. (2011) highlighted that controlled-release oxycodone tablets provide sustained pain relief in patients 

with both cancer and non-cancer pain, indicating its potential utility in managing chronic pelvic pain in 

endometriosis. Additionally, Rees et al. (2000) found that single doses of oxycodone, alone or in combination with 

paracetamol (acetaminophen), effectively manage acute postoperative pain, suggesting its applicability in the 

postoperative setting for endometriosis patients. 

 

However, the variability in opioid consumption among endometriosis patients post-surgery suggests that pain 

management needs to be individualized. Heres et al. (2022) noted that some patients undergoing laparoscopic 

surgery for endometriosis may be overprescribed opioids, leading to unnecessary exposure to potential side effects. 

This variability emphasizes the importance of tailored pain management strategies to meet individual patient needs 

while minimizing opioid use. 
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Challenges and Side Effects of Oxycodone Use 
While oxycodone is effective in managing severe pain, its use is associated with several challenges and potential 

side effects that must be carefully managed. 

 

Opioid-Induced Constipation (OIC): 

One of the most common side effects of opioid therapy is constipation, which can significantly impact patients' 

quality of life and adherence to analgesic regimens (Goeree & Goeree, 2015). OIC arises due to the binding of 

opioids to mu-receptors in the gastrointestinal tract, reducing gastrointestinal motility and secretion. 

 

To mitigate OIC, combination therapies such as oxycodone with naloxone have been proposed. Naloxone, an opioid 

receptor antagonist, counteracts the gastrointestinal side effects of oxycodone without diminishing its analgesic 

efficacy when administered orally, as it has poor systemic bioavailability (Goeree & Goeree, 2015; Formenti et al., 

2024). This combination has been effective in managing severe cancer pain, suggesting its potential applicability in 

endometriosis pain management (Formenti et al., 2024). 

 

Risk of Opioid Dependency and Tolerance: 

Long-term use of oxycodone carries the risk of developing opioid dependency and tolerance. Dependency refers to 

the physical and psychological reliance on the drug, while tolerance denotes the need for increasing doses to achieve 

the same analgesic effect (Ravera et al., 2011). These risks necessitate careful monitoring of patients on oxycodone 

therapy, especially those with a history of substance abuse. 

 

Potential for Overprescription: 

Heres et al. (2022) highlighted the potential for overprescription of opioids in endometriosis patients, particularly in 

the postoperative setting. Overprescription not only increases the risk of side effects but also contributes to the 

broader public health issue of opioid misuse and addiction. Clinicians must balance the need for effective pain relief 

with the imperative to minimize opioid exposure. 

 

Other Side Effects: 

Beyond OIC, oxycodone use can lead to other side effects such as nausea, vomiting, dizziness, sedation, and 

respiratory depression. These adverse effects can affect patients' daily functioning and overall well-being, 

necessitating comprehensive management strategies (Rees et al., 2000). 

 

Mitigating the Challenges: Strategies and Best Practices. 

To maximize the benefits of oxycodone while minimizing its drawbacks, several strategies can be employed: 

1. Combination Therapies: 

Utilizing combination therapies, such as oxycodone with naloxone, can effectively manage pain while mitigating 

OIC. This approach allows patients to benefit from the analgesic effects of oxycodone without experiencing 

debilitating constipation (Goeree & Goeree, 2015; Formenti et al., 2024). 

 

2. Careful Titration and Monitoring: 

Initiating oxycodone therapy at the lowest effective dose and titrating gradually based on patient response can 

reduce the risk of dependency and tolerance (Ravera et al., 2011). Regular monitoring for signs of opioid misuse and 

side effects is essential to ensure patient safety. 

 

3. Patient Education: 

Educating patients about the potential risks and benefits of oxycodone therapy, including the importance of 

adherence to prescribed dosages and the identification of side effects, can enhance treatment outcomes and reduce 

the likelihood of misuse (Heres et al., 2022). 

 

4. Alternative Pain Management Strategies: 

Incorporating non-opioid analgesics and non-pharmacological interventions can reduce the reliance on opioids. For 

instance, NSAIDs can be used adjunctively to manage pain, while physical therapy, acupuncture, and cognitive-

behavioral therapy can address the multifaceted nature of endometriosis-related pain (Heres et al., 2022). 
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Alternative Pain Management Strategies 

Given the challenges associated with opioid therapy, exploring alternative pain management strategies is imperative 

for comprehensive endometriosis care. 

 

Non-Opioid Pharmacological Treatments: 

Nonsteroidal Anti-Inflammatory Drugs (NSAIDs):  

NSAIDs remain the first-line treatment for mild to moderate pain in endometriosis by inhibiting COX enzymes and 

reducing prostaglandin synthesis (Rees et al., 2000). 

 

Hormonal Therapies:  

Combined oral contraceptives, progestins, and GnRH agonists suppress ovarian hormone production, thereby 

reducing menstrual bleeding, endometrial proliferation, and associated pain (Berkley et al., 2006). 

 

Gabapentinoids:  

Medications like gabapentin and pregabalin can be effective in managing neuropathic pain components in 

endometriosis, offering an alternative to opioids (Formenti et al., 2024). 

 

Surgical Interventions: 

Laparoscopic Excision or Ablation:   
Surgical removal or ablation of endometriotic lesions can provide significant pain relief and improve fertility 

outcomes. Postoperative pain management remains critical, and oxycodone may be considered when necessary 

(Delgado et al., 2021). 

 

Nerve Blocks:  

Regional anesthesia techniques, such as nerve blocks, can be employed to manage acute postoperative pain, 

reducing the need for systemic opioids (Formenti et al., 2024). 

 

Non-Pharmacological Interventions: 

Physical Therapy:  
Pelvic floor physical therapy can alleviate muscle tension and pain associated with endometriosis, enhancing overall 

pain management (Heres et al., 2022). 

 

Acupuncture:  
Acupuncture has been shown to reduce pain perception and improve quality of life in endometriosis patients, 

offering a complementary approach to pharmacological treatments (Heres et al., 2022). 

 

Cognitive-Behavioral Therapy (CBT):  
CBT can help patients develop coping strategies for chronic pain, addressing the psychological aspects of 

endometriosis-related pain (Heres et al., 2022). 

 

Lifestyle Modifications: 

Dietary Changes:  

Anti-inflammatory diets and the reduction of certain food groups may help mitigate pain and inflammation in 

endometriosis patients. 

 

Exercise:  

Regular physical activity can enhance pain tolerance, reduce inflammation, and improve overall well-being (Heres 

et al., 2022). 

 

Clinical Recommendations:- 
Based on the current evidence, the following recommendations can be made for clinicians managing endometriosis-

related pain with oxycodone: 

1. Assessment and Diagnosis: 

- Conduct comprehensive pain assessments to determine the severity and nature of pain. 

- Utilize imaging techniques, such as abdominal ultrasonography and MRI, to assess the extent of endometriosis 

(García et al., 2021). 



ISSN: 2320-5407                                                                            Int. J. Adv. Res. 12(09), 308-313 

312 

 

2. Individualized Pain Management Plans: 

- Develop personalized pain management plans that consider the patient's pain severity, medical history, and risk 

factors for opioid misuse. 

- Incorporate a multimodal approach, combining pharmacological and non-pharmacological treatments to optimize 

pain control while minimizing opioid use (Heres et al., 2022). 

 

3. Opioid Therapy Initiation and Titration: 

- Initiate oxycodone therapy at the lowest effective dose and titrate gradually based on patient response and pain 

relief. 

- Consider using combination therapies, such as oxycodone with naloxone, to mitigate OIC and enhance patient 

adherence (Goeree & Goeree, 2015; Formenti et al., 2024). 

 

4. Monitoring and Follow-Up:   

- Implement regular monitoring protocols to assess the efficacy of oxycodone therapy and identify any emerging 

side effects or signs of misuse. 

- Adjust treatment plans as necessary, incorporating alternative pain management strategies when appropriate (Heres 

et al., 2022). 

 

5. Patient Education and Support: 

- Educate patients about the benefits and risks of oxycodone therapy, emphasizing the importance of adherence to 

prescribed dosages. 

- Provide resources and support for managing side effects, such as OIC, and encourage patients to report any adverse 

effects promptly (Goeree & Goeree, 2015). 

 

6. Interdisciplinary Collaboration: 

- Collaborate with multidisciplinary teams, including gynecologists, pain specialists, physical therapists, and mental 

health professionals, to provide comprehensive care for endometriosis patients (Heres et al., 2022). 

 

Future Directions and Research:- 
While oxycodone remains a valuable option for managing severe endometriosis-related pain, further research is 

needed to optimize its use and explore alternative therapies. Future studies should focus on: 

1. Optimal Dosing Regimens: 

Determining the most effective dosing strategies for oxycodone in endometriosis patients to maximize pain relief 

while minimizing side effects. 

2. Long-Term Outcomes:    

Investigating the long-term effects of oxycodone therapy on pain management, quality of life, and the risk of 

dependency in endometriosis patients. 

3. Combination Therapies: 

Exploring the efficacy of various combination therapies, such as oxycodone with naloxone or other adjunctive 

medications, in managing endometriosis-related pain. 

4. Predictors of Opioid Response: 

Identifying patient-specific factors that predict responsiveness to opioid therapy, enabling more personalized and 

effective pain management strategies. 

5. Non-Opioid Alternatives: 

Developing and evaluating novel non-opioid analgesics and non-pharmacological interventions to provide effective 

pain relief without the risks associated with opioid use. 

 

Conclusion:- 
Endometriosis is a debilitating condition that significantly impacts the lives of affected women through chronic 

pelvic pain and infertility. Effective pain management is essential for improving the quality of life and overall well-

being in these patients. Oxycodone, a potent opioid analgesic, plays a crucial role in managing severe endometriosis-

related pain when conservative treatments are insufficient. However, its use must be carefully managed to balance 

efficacy with the potential for side effects and opioid dependency. 
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A personalized, multimodal approach to pain management, incorporating both pharmacological and non-

pharmacological strategies, is recommended to optimize patient outcomes. Clinicians must remain vigilant in 

monitoring opioid therapy, employing strategies such as combination therapies and patient education to mitigate 

risks. Future research should aim to refine opioid use in endometriosis pain management, explore alternative 

therapies, and enhance our understanding of patient-specific factors influencing treatment response. 

 

By adopting a comprehensive and individualized approach, healthcare providers can effectively manage 

endometriosis-related pain, improving the quality of life for women affected by this chronic condition. 
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