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Changes in isozyme profiles of antioxidants SOD, CAT, APX, GPOX 

and GR in tomato plants under the effect of individual doses of two 

pesticides dimethoate (D1 = 0.1% and D2 = 0.2%) and cypermethrin 

(C1 = 0.03% and C2 = 0.06%) and biopesticide neem (N1 = 0.4%) as 

well as combined doses of dimethoate/cypermethrin and neem 

(D1+N1, D2+N1, C1+N1, C2+N1) were analysed through Native 

PAGE. Application of neem resulted in lower SOD and better CAT 

activity besides coordination among the activities of other antioxidants. 

Intensity of SOD bands increased whereas inhibition in CAT 
expression was observed with increasing pesticide doses suggesting 

higher production of O2
-. SOD1 and SOD3 were found to be associated 

with dimethoate toxicity whereas SOD2 was linked with cypermethrin 

toxicity. Dimethoate stress inhibited APX enzyme expression whereas 

APX was sensitive to higher dose of Cypermethrin. An exclusive role 

of GPOX2 isozyme was found in total peroxidase activity in tomato 

plants. GPOX was found to be more sensitive to dimethoate whereas 

GR was found to be more sensitive to Cypermethrin. At combined 

doses, low intensity SOD bands and high CAT activity band was 

observed which might be associated with lower generation and higher 

detoxification of O2
-. Further, activities of APX, GPOX and GR were 

also found to be coordinated and stable at combined doses exhibiting 

enhancement in antioxidant capacity in tomato plants due to 

supplementation of neem. 

 

 
                  Copy Right, IJAR, 2016,. All rights reserved. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….... 

Introduction:- 
Plants are exposed to various natural and environmental stresses, which affect their physiology, morphology, and 

development and cause considerable losses in the productivity of many crops (Hung et al., 2005). When plants are 

subject to stress, whether biotic or abiotic, increased production of potentially dangerous active Oxygen species is 

favoured (Asada and Takahashi, 1987; Wise and Naylor, 1987). Plants are able to adapt to adverse conditions, to 

some extent, through altered rates of protein synthesis or repair and through amelioration of their defensive capacity 

owing to increases in endogenous levels of antioxidative enzymes (Edwards et al., 1994; Mittler and Zilinskas, 

1994). 
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In recent years efforts have been initiated to enhance plant tolerance to oxidative stress by modifying the plant 

antioxidant defense system through molecular biological techniques (Foyer et al., 1994; Allen, 1995). 

 

Isozyme, as the product of the gene expression, could be a biochemical criterion to know the tolerance of plant to 

stress besides detecting the inheritance and variance at the molecular level. Recently, many studies had shown close 

correlation between isozymes of plant and their tolerance to disease and stress (Ying et al., 2006). 
 

It is strongly believed that changes induced by oxidative stress in the activities of antioxidant enzymes could be due 

to the synthesis of new isoforms (Edwards et al., 1994). To investigate changes in the isoforms of SOD, POD, GR, 

and AP in plants, proteins are subjected to Native Polyacrylamide Gel Electrophoresis (PAGE) and stained for their 

activities. Different patterns of electrophoretic isoenzyme are always correlated with the difference of relative gene 

expression. The different enzyme bands in cell are produced to adapt to different cellular circumstance. The 

variability of one enzyme band, at the same adversity, may be isochronous with another, even reverse (Ying et al., 

2006). Since equal amounts of protein extracts are electrophoresed in a nondenaturing gel, the band intensity equates 

to enzyme activity (Kuk et al., 2003).  

 

Pesticides that are being actively used to boost agriculture to meet the demand of the growing population have both 

positive and negative effects (Sinha et al., 2009). Pesticides generally induce changes in the physiological and 
biochemical processes of the plants which could further result into growth retardation, change in nutritional status as 

well as antioxidant potential of plant (Van Eerd et al., 2003). Neem based pesticides are safe, non-toxic & do not 

keep any residual effects on agricultural produce. Neem, having plant growth promoting and pesticidal effect, is 

being used in combination with other pesticides. Neem has proved to be beneficial on plants with almost negligible 

phytotoxicity; hence neem may play a protective role against the damages caused by the pesticides and other stresses 

on plants (Gandhi et al., 2006). 

 

Several studies have been done to study the effect of different stresses on expression of isozymes (El-baky et al., 

2003; Anderson et al., 1995; Rao et al., 1995). Research, which focuses on isozymes expression in plants due to 

pesticide stress is comparatively rare and the interactive effects of pesticide stress and neem on isozymes expression 

has not been done so far. 
 

In this context, the present study was aimed to assess comparative and combined effects of neem and pesticide on 

isozymes of tomato plants (Lycopersicon esculentum) through Native Polyacrylamide Gel Electrophoresis (PAGE). 

The correlation between different treatments and the five isozymes, viz. SOD, CAT, APX, GPOX and GR, of the 

antioxidant system in the plants was studied by analyzing the difference between intensities in electrophoretograms 

through Native Polyacrylamide Gel Electrophoresis (PAGE).  

 

Tomato plants were subjected to two sets of treatments under standard glasshouse conditions, first with pesticide 

dimethoate and second with pesticide cypermethrin. The doses of neem, dimethoate and cypermethrin were selected 

as per recommended field practices (RFP) and after further screening. Seed germination/root elongation test was 

performed to screen out the dose of neem to be supplemented with dimethoate and cypermethrin. Treatments given 

in the first set were control (C), neem (N1 = 0.4%), dimethoate (D1 = 0.1% and D2 = 0.2%) and combined doses of 
dimethoate and neem (D1+N1 and D2+N1). Similarly treatments given under second set with cypermethrin were C, 

N1, C1 (0.03%), C2 (0.06%), C1+N1 and C2+N1. 

 

Materials and methods:- 
The effects of pesticide stress alone as well as in combination with neem on the electrophoretic pattern of various 

enzymes viz. SOD, CAT, APX, GPOX, GR were studied. Enzyme extracts were prepared as required for the assay 
of respective enzyme. Enzyme samples were subjected to Native Polyacrylamide Gel Electrophoresis (PAGE) 

following the method of  Laemmli, (1970) with some modifications using 0.01 M Tris-glycine buffer (pH 8.3) as 

running buffer (with no SDS), 10% resolving & 3.5% stacking gel for SOD, APX, GPOX, GR and 7% resolving & 

3% stacking gel for CAT. Isozymes were separated on nondenaturing polyacrylamide gels. In gel activity staining 

for different enzymes was done. Enzyme samples with equal quantity of protein along with loading buffer (with no 

β-mercaptoethanol) were layered on the top of the stacking gel and electrophoretic run was completed using a 

current of 25 mA per slab at 80V and 4ºC using SDS PAGE Assembly, Gehoeffer, GE Healthcare. Densitometry 

was done using Quantity One Software with Geldoc System (Biorad).  
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Isozymes of Superoxide Dismutase (SOD):- 

After electrophoresis, gels were stained with a method of Beauchamp and Fridovich, (1971) with some 

modifications. The gels were incubated in 50 mM potassium phosphate buffer (pH 7.8) containing 2.5 mM NBT in 

dark for 25 min. The gels were then soaked in 50 mM potassium phosphate buffer (pH 7.8) containing 30 µM 

riboflavin and 0.4% N, N, N9, N9-tetramethylethylenediamine (TEMED) in the dark for 40 min. The gels were then 

illuminated for 10 to 15 min until the appearance of enzyme bands and were then transferred to 1% (v/v) acetic acid 
to stop the reaction. The SOD staining method involves formation of the blue coloured complex due to reduced NBT 

formed by oxygen radicals from exposure of riboflavin to white light, the SOD activity is detected by the colourless 

bands. 

 

Isozymes of Catalase (CAT):- 

For detection of catalase isozymes bands, the gels were soaked in 3.27 mM H2O2 for 25 min, rinsed in water and 

stained in a solution of 1% (w/v) potassium ferricyanide, 1% (w/v) ferric chloride [equal volumes of 2% (w/v) 

solutions of each component, added sequentially] in a method similar to that of Woodbury et al., (1971). The 

catalase staining method is a negative staining method where catalase is detected as colourless bands on a blue 

coloured background due to potassium ferricyanide ferrichloride complex.  

 

Isozymes of Ascorbate Peroxidase (APX):- 
For detection of ascorbate peroxidase isoforms in-gel activity staining for ascorbate peroxidase was done as 

described by Nakano and Asada, (1987). After electrophoresis, gels were rinsed in distilled water and incubated for 

15 min in 0.1 M potassium phosphate buffer (pH 6.4) containing 4 mM ascorbate and 4 mM H2O2. Gels were then 

rinsed with water and stained in a solution of 0.125 N HCl containing 0.1% potassium ferricyanide and 0.1% 

ferrichloride (w/v). Isozymes of APX were visualised as colourless bands on a greenish-blue background (negative 

staining). 

 

Isozymes of Guaiacol Peroxidase (GPOX):- 

In-gel activity staining for guaiacol peroxidase was performed as described by McDougall, (1991). After 

electrophoresis, gels were rinsed in distilled (chilled) water and were incubated in sodium phosphate buffer (100 

mM, pH 7.0). The peroxidase bands were visualised by incubating the gel in a solution containing guaiacol (10 mM) 
and H2O2 (0.2%). Isozymes were visualized as brick-red bands. 

 

Isozymes of Glutathione Reductase (GR):- 

After electrophoresis, gels were stained with a method of Anderson et al., (1990) with some modifications. 

Glutathione reductase activity was detected on native-PAGE gels by incubating them in 100 mL solution containing 

10 mg MTT, 10 mg 2,6-dichlorophenolindophenol, 3.4 mM GSSG, 0.4 mM NADPH, and 50 mM Tris (pH 7.5). 

Duplicate gels were also stained in the absence of GSSG to distinguish GR from other sources of MTT reduction. 

 

Results and Discussion:- 
Superoxide Dismutase (SOD):-  

Superoxide dismutase (SOD) is an important enzyme of the antioxidant system and generally exists in all kinds of 

plants. Native PAGE revealed three isoforms exhibiting SOD activity under all the treatments (Fig 1a and 2a). 

Expression of these proteins bands were genetically regulated, depending on the pesticide concentration. Three 

distinct SOD isozyme bands were observed in sugarcane leaves exposed to paraquat stress (Chagas et al., 2008). 

 

SOD activity was low in control and neem plants as reflected by low band intensity of all the three isozymes which 

might be due to less production of toxic O2
- in control and neem exposed plants (Fig 1a and 2a).  

 
The activities of all the isozymes increased with the increase in concentration of pesticides. Under the set of plants 

exposed to dimethoate treatments (Fig 1a) bands of SOD2 were slightly faded as compared to bands of SOD1 and 

SOD3. It appears that contribution of SOD2 was less in comparison to other SOD isozymes in total activity of SOD. 

Intensity of SOD3 isozyme was higher in case of dimethoate doses D1 and D2 (Lane 3 and 4) whereas in case of 

combined doses D1+N1 and D2+N1 (Lane 5 and 6) intensity of SOD1 isozyme was higher (Fig 1a). At D2 dose 

(Lane 4) intensity of SOD bands was highest at all the isoforms; hence total band intensity in Lane 4 (D2 treated 

plants) was highest. Under the set of plants exposed to cypermethrin treatments (Fig 2a) SOD1 contributed more in 

total activity at C1 (Lane 3) whereas SOD2 was more prominent at C2 dose (Lane 4). It could be inferred that the 

SOD2 might be correlated with cypermethrin toxicity and was induced by high cypermethrin concentration. It 
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appears that there is preferential expression and role of these isozymes in detoxification of O2
-. Consequently these 

high intensity bands indicated that pesticide stress induced related gene(s) to produce these inducible proteins. 

Enhance O2
- production has been attributed as the cause of increase in the total SOD activity in the stressed 

genotypes (Asada and Takahashi, 1987). It was found that oxidative stress caused by acetamiprid in bacteria may 

not only elevated SOD activity but also generated new SOD isozymes (Yao et al., 2006). 

 
Total band intensity of all three isozymes were found to be decreased in plant exposed to combined treatment of 

pesticide and neem (Lane 5 and 6) in comparison to the individual pesticide doses (Lane 3 and 4). Increased 

expression of SOD1 was found at these doses as compared to SOD2 and SOD3 (Fig 1a and 2a). Descending SOD 

activity under neem and combined treatments were found in enzyme activity analysis also. Increase in SOD activity 

in pesticide alone dose might be due to the stress imposed by pesticide on plants which might be due to an increase 

in superoxide anions. 

 

At least five or six isoforms were found in the shoot and root of barley due to saline stress with SOD1 and SOD5 

being the major ones and examined the increase in enzyme activity coincided with a variable increase in the 

individual isoform expression (Kim et al., 2005). 

 

Catalase (CAT):- 
The electrophoretic patterns of catalase isozymes showed one high intensity isozyme CAT1 with different intensities 

and expressions under any of the pesticide treatments (Fig 1b and 2b). It was found that onion cultivars when grown 

under control and salt stress treatments, each cultivar exhibited one band of CAT as a total number with different 

intensity (El-baky et al., 2003). High intensity CAT activity bands were found in control and neem treatments (Lane 

1 and 2 respectively). However catalase activity was found to be better in neem treated plants in relation to control. 

 

The changes in CAT isozymes under different treatments were quite different to that of SOD isozymes. CAT 

activity was significantly descended in tomato under dimethoate stress in comparison to control as evident by lower 

intensity bands at Lane 3 and 4 (Fig 1b). The activity of CAT decreased along with the increasing concentration of 

pesticide and band intensity in D2 treated plants (Lane 4) was drastically reduced. Decline in CAT was also 

observed in plants treated with Cypermethrin dose C1 and C2 (Lane 3 and 4) with concomitant increase in the dose 
(Fig 2b).  It indicated that the CAT isozyme of tomato plants was relatively sensitive to both dimethoate and 

cypermethrin treatments. Here role of other enzymes for H2O2 detoxification become important due to decreased 

expression of CAT isozymes or CAT activity. The intensity of CAT isozyme bands in Onion cultivars when grown 

under salt stress treatments was decreased with increasing salt treatment (El-baky et al., 2003). Studies have shown 

that CAT activity rapidly declines in response to chilling in combination with high light (Feierabend et al., 1992; 

Mishra et al., 1993), likely a result of inactivation of CAT by active oxygen (Feierabend and Engel, 1986). 

 

A higher induction of CAT was found when plants were exposed to combined doses of pesticide and neem (Lane 5 

and 6) in comparison to pesticide alone doses (Lane 3 and 4) (Fig 1b and 2b). It is noteworthy that CAT activity was 

maintained in the combined treatment, since prevention of loss of activity may be as important for plant against 

oxidative stress as induction Higher CAT activity might have helped in reducing toxic H2O2 species exhibiting the 

ameliorative effect of neem on stress induced by dimethoate and cypermethrin doses in tomato and thus would have 
resulted in better protection. Higher CAT activity in both leaves and roots and high activity of CAT isozymes in 

cold-acclimated leaves of Rice suggests a more efficient scavenging of H2O2, for better protection against this toxic 

molecule during chilling and recovery (Kuk et al., 2003). 

 

Ascorbate Peroxidase (APX):- 

The electrophoretogram of tomato showed three isozyme bands APX1, APX2, and APX3 under all the treatments, 

however these bands were found to be weak and sensitive to dimethoate doses D1 and D2 (Fig 1c). It appears that 

dimethoate stress inhibited APX enzyme activity. Three isoforms were observed in wheat plants grown under 

ambient or high CO2. AP-1 disappeared in plants grown under O3, and the staining intensities of AP-2 and AP-3 

decreased significantly (Rao et al., 1995). Under different treatments, both the number and activity of APX isozyme 

bands were found to be different in expression. Bands of APX2 were relatively weaker than APX1 and APX3 at all 
the treatments other than combined doses (Lane 5 and 6) at which APX3 was of lowest intensity.  

Under dimethoate treatments intensity of APX was higher at D2 and D2+N1 dose than that at D1 and D1+N1 dose 

respectively (Fig 1c). Also APX isozymes showed enhanced intensities under combined treatments of pesticide and 

neem (D1+N1 and D2+N1) in comparison to pesticide alone doses (D1 and D2). Here APX1 was actively strong 
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and contributed maximum in the total APX activity in combined treatments. It seems that neem has altered APX 

activity when combined with dimethoate treatments and protected the plants against dimethoate induced damage by 

enhancing APX activity. Similar results were reported in wheat plants that combination of high CO2 and O3 

appeared to have preferentially enhanced the staining intensities of AP-2, and AP-3 and were capable of resisting O3 

induced damage to growth and proteins compared to plants exposed to O3 under ambient CO2 (Rao et al., 1995). 

 
Under Cypermethrin treatments APX3 was of high intensity in Control, N1 and C1 treatments. At C2 dose, APX3 

though appeared but was of reduced activity (Lane 4, Fig 2c). However APX3 activity was negligible at  C1+N1 and 

C2+N1 dose as evident by fainted bands at these treatments (Lane 5 and 6) (Fig 2c). Induction of only cytosolic 

isoforms was found under salt stress in leaves of rice plants (Lee et al., 2001). APX isozymes were found to be 

exceptionally induced in plants exposed to lower dose of cypermethrin i.e. C1 (Lane 3, Fig 2c). Total intensity of 

APX bands was greater at C1 dose (Lane 3) due to concomitant increase in APX1 and APX3 expressions. However 

at C2 dose (Lane 4) this activity was lower than that in control (Lane 1). APX activity was found to be decreased at 

combined treatments. APX1 and APX2 isozyme were active in C1+N1 and C2+N1 treated plants but due to 

negligible APX3 activity in these treatments total activity was reduced (Lane 5 and 6). APX1 was highly reduced at 

C1+N1 dose as compared to that at its individual dose C1 and also at control. APX2 activity was found to be 

increased at C2+N1 dose in comparison to that at C2 and control (Fig 2c). It appears that all the three APX isozyme 

activities were selectively active to different treatments. Similarly, it was reported that despite the fact that total 
APX activity had no modification, their isozymes were clearly affected demonstrating a selective response of each 

isoform (Yannarelli et al., 2006). 

 

Guaiacol Peroxidase (GPOX):- 

Zymograms of GPOX showed two isozymes GPOX1 and GPOX2 where GPOX2 was more prominent (Fig 1d and 

2d). This suggested an exclusive role of GPOX2 isozyme in total peroxidase activity in tomato plants. Control 

showed lowest peroxidase activity as revealed by band densities. Expressions of isozymes were increased in plants 

exposed to both dimethoate and cypermethrin when compared to that in control and neem treated plants (Fig 1d and 

2d). This revealed that pesticide treatments have increased the peroxidase activity and accumulation of these 

isozymes encoding gene(s) which might have accelerated in response to pesticide stress. The density and intensity of 

POD band was higher compared to the control in the salt treated Onion Giza 20 cultivars (El-baky et al., 2003). A 
higher level of GPOX was correlated with lower level of APX activity in D1 treated plants in comparison to that in 

D2 treated plants (Fig 1d). Under cypermethrin treatments, at C2 dose both isozymes GPOX1 and GPOX2 were 

very prominent (Lane 4) however GPOX2 was over expressed in C2 treated plants and contributed more in total 

isozyme activity (Fig 2d). These results indicated that cypermethrin stress increased the accumulation of the GPOX 

enzyme. Here again A higher level of GPOX might be correlated with lower level of APX activity in C2 treated 

plants in comparison to C1 treated plants (Fig 2d). 

 

 Under dimethoate treatments intensities of both the isozymes at combined doses (Lane 5 and 6) were though lower 

than the intensities at the respective individual doses (Lane 3 and 4 respectively) yet found to be relatively higher 

than that in control and neem treated plants (Lane 1 and 2). In combined treatments of cypermethrin and neem 

GPOX activity was increased at C1+ N1 as shown in Lane 5, Fig 2d. These results were in harmony with the 

findings that the growth of wheat plants under a combination of high CO2 and O3 preferentially enhanced the 
intensity of POD-1 (Rao et al., 1995). However C2+N1 treated plants showed a decrease in the enzyme expression 

in both the isoforms with respect to C2 treated plants (Fig 2d). It seems there is differential expression of GPOX in 

accordance with other isozymes. Under water stress, the activities and isozyme bands of SOD, POD and CAT all 

changed, out of which the changes of bands and activities of peroxidase isozymes were more significant (Sun et al., 

2003).  

 

Glutathione Reductase (GR):- 

There appeared two GR isozyme bands, namely GR1 and GR2 under all treatments where intensity and expression 

of GR2 was found to be higher. Band intensity was highest in control and neem treated plants comparison that in 

plants treated with any other treatments (Fig 1e and 2e).  Dimethoate doses showed decrease in total GR activity in 

comparison to control however total GR activity was higher at  D2 (Lane 4) than that at D1(Lane 3) which may be 
attributed to higher GR1 expression at D2 dose (Fig 1e). Stress conditions are frequently found to induce increase in 

the extractable activities of free radical-metabolizing enzymes such as GR and other protective enzymes (Foyer et 

al., 1991). Intensity of GR1 bands at control, neem and C1 dose (Fig 2e, Lane 1, 2 and 3 respectively) was 

exceptionally higher than that at other three treatments viz. C2, C1+N1 and C2+N1 (Lane 4, 5 and 6 respectively). 
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GR1 and GR2 isozyme activities were found to be decreased with increasing cypermethrin concentration and this 

decrease was more prominent in GR1 isozyme. It appears that GR1 was more sensitive to higher dose of pesticide 

i.e. C2 at which the activity of GR1 was lowest among the test doses (Fig 2e). 

 

 A decrease in intensities of both the GR isozyme bands was observed at D2+N1 dose (Fig 1e, Lane 6) in respect to 

that at the individual D2 dose (Lane 4). However an increase in total GR bands was observed at D1+N1 dose (Lane 
5) in respect to that at individual D1 dose (Lane 3) that too mainly because of GR1 bands. This change in expression 

of the enzyme would probably be due to differential and coordinated expression of GR isozyme with other enzymes. 

It was suggested that plants exposed to O3 under high CO2, are capable of differentially altering the isoform 

composition of GR and capable of protecting plant growth from O3 induced oxidative damage in comparison to O3 

alone (Rao et al., 1995). Intensity of GR bands was found to be lower at combined doses of cypermethrin and neem 

as compared to that at individual pesticide doses (Fig 2e). Intensity of GR1 band was higher at C2+N1 dose (Fig 2e, 

Lane 6) in comparison to that at C1+N1 dose (Lane 5) whereas intensity of GR2 band was slightly higher at C1+N1 

dose than that at C2+N1 dose. The net effect of this was seen as higher GR activity at C2+N1 dose than that at 

C1+N1 dose though non significantly. Similarly GR profile was observed in the maize mesocotyl in response to 

acclimation and chilling (Anderson et al., 1995). The upper band was greatly diminished in the acclimation and 

acclimation chilling treatments, whereas the lower two bands were greatly increased. The net effect was the absence 

of a significant change in total GR activity (Anderson et al., 1995). 

 

Conclusion:- 
 Different isozymes/bands of an enzyme showed differential change in intensities under various stresses. 

 Low intensity SOD bands and high intensity bands of other antioxidants mainly CAT, APX and GR were found 

in control and neem treated plants. 

 Intensity of SOD isozymes increased under pesticide stress showing enhanced O2
- production whereas CAT 

activity decreased under increasing pesticide concentrations.  

 Isozymes of APX, GPOX and GR showed differential response to different treatments. 

 Bands of APX were found to be weak at both the dimethoate doses D1 and D2. APX activity was exceptionally 

induced at lower dose of cypermethrin C1 but reduced drastically at its higher dose C2. It could be inferred that 

both the doses of dimethoate inhibited APX activity whereas APX was sensitive to only higher dose of 

Cypermethrin. 

 Exclusive role of GPOX2 isozyme was found in total peroxidase activity in tomato plants at all the doses.  

Reduced GPOX activity and higher GR activity was observed at higher dose of dimethoate as compared to its 

lower dose whereas higher GPOX activity and lower GR activity was observed at higher dose of cypermethrin as 

compared to its lower dose. Thus GPOX was found to be more sensitive to dimethoate whereas GR was found to 

be more sensitive to Cypermethrin. 

 Intensity of SOD bands was found to be lower at combined doses of pesticide and neem as compared to that at 

individual pesticide doses whereas induction of expression and activity was observed in CAT bands at combined 

doses of pesticide and neem. This indicated that on the one hand production of O2
- was lower at combined doses 

and on the other hand whatever O2
- was produced was detoxified at a higher rate. Activities of other antioxidants 

were also found to be more coordinated and stable at combined doses.  

 We deduce that SOD and CAT are the most important and primary enzymes for the signaling and control of 

pesticide stress in tomato plants and neem when applied concomitantly with pesticide was not only able to 

reduce the toxic effects of pesticides but these combinations were also found to be effective in increasing the 

antioxidant potential in tomato plants. 

 

Above results suggested that pesticide toxicity might be mediated by oxidative stress and better protection of the 

tomato plants from this oxidative damage was achieved due to supplementation of neem which resulted in 

coordinated activity of the antioxidant system by inducing selective adaptive responses in affected Plants. Thus the 

ability to increase the preventive and coordinated antioxidant system in order to limit cellular damages and improve 

plant tolerance against pesticide might be an important role of neem. 
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Figure 1:- Effect of neem, dimethoate and their 

combined doses on isozymes of various 

antioxidant enzymes in tomato plants. 

Lane 1 = Control, Lane 2 = N1, Lane 3 

= D1, Lane 4 = D2, Lane 5 = D1+N1 
and Lane 6 = D2+N1 where N1 = 0.4% 

Neem, D1 & D2 = 0.1% & 0.2% 

Dimethoate respectively. 

Figure 2:- Effect of neem, cypermethrin and their 

combined doses on isozymes of various 

antioxidant enzymes in tomato plants. 

Lane 1 = Control, Lane 2 = N1, Lane 3 = 

C1, Lane 4 = C2, Lane 5 = C1+N1 and 
Lane 6 = C2+N1 where N1 = 0.4% 

Neem, C1 & C2 = 0.03% & 0.06% 

Cypermethrin respectively. 
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