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Reviewer’s Comment / Report

Abstract Review: The abstract effectively captures the core themes of Kiran Desai's The Inheritance of
Loss, particularly in relation to identity, culture, and globalization. It outlines the main concerns of the
novel, such as the disillusionment of immigrants and the agony of those caught between East and West,
which is central to the narrative. The abstract also offers a solid summary of the research's objectives,
which aim to explore how globalization reshapes individual and collective identities, cultural norms, and
social structures.

The research’s focus on the tensions between globalization’s homogenizing tendencies and the
particularities of cultural heritage provides an insightful framework for the study. Furthermore, the
mention of critical discourse analysis, incorporating literary works, sociological studies, and
anthropological research, is an appropriate and thorough approach to examining these issues. The
inclusion of power dynamics, cultural appropriation, and social hierarchy enriches the abstract by
reflecting a nuanced exploration of cultural imperialism.

Strengths:

1. Clear Focus on Key Themes: The abstract presents a concise and focused overview of the core
themes of identity, culture, and globalization as explored in The Inheritance of Loss.



ISSN: 2320-5407

International Journal of Advanced Research

Publisher’s Name: Jana Publication and Research LLP
www.journalijar.com

REVIEWER’S REPORT

2. Comprehensive Scope: The use of critical discourse analysis is well-suited for this type of
research, as it allows the study to address both literary and sociocultural contexts.

3. Relevance: The subject matter is highly relevant in today’s globalized world, where issues of
cultural exchange, hybridity, and migration continue to shape individual and collective identities.

Areas for Consideration:

1. Link Between Theory and Textual Analysis: While the abstract mentions the use of
sociological and anthropological research, it could provide more clarity on how these theories will
be integrated with Desai's novel. For instance, it could specify how the text itself will be analyzed
to explore the tensions between globalized cultures and localized identities.

2. Depth of Critical Focus: The abstract could benefit from a clearer emphasis on the critical
discourse analysis of specific scenes or characters in the novel that represent key moments of
cultural conflict or identity crises. This would provide a more tangible connection between the
research framework and the novel's narrative.

Keywords Review: The keywords are appropriate and effectively capture the central themes of the
research. Terms like "hybridized identities," "cultural appropriation," and "globalization’s homogenizing
tendencies" are particularly fitting for the research’s scope. However, the keyword "diverse experiences"
could be more specific, perhaps focusing on "post-colonial experiences” or "immigrant experiences" to
tie more directly to the novel's themes.

Introduction Review: The introduction does a good job of framing the context of The Inheritance of
Loss by linking the novel’s exploration of globalization, identity, and cultural heritage to the research’s
goals. It highlights the complexity of the characters’ struggles within a post-colonial context, such as the
judge’s internal conflict, Sai’s Westernized upbringing, and Biju’s disillusionment. These character
analyses provide a strong foundation for understanding the intersection of personal and collective identity
crises in the novel.

The introduction also contextualizes the novel within the broader socio-political unrest of post-colonial
India, such as the GNLF’s statehood demands, which serve as a backdrop to the personal struggles of the
characters. This helps in providing depth to the analysis of how political and cultural forces shape
individual lives and relationships.

Strengths:

1. Thorough Exploration of Characters: The introduction effectively explores the complexities of
the central characters and their relationships, particularly through the lens of colonial legacy and
cultural tension.

2. Historical and Political Context: The inclusion of political unrest in Kalimpong adds an
important layer of understanding to the novel’s setting and themes.

Areas for Consideration:

1. Clarity in Character Relationships: While the introduction touches on various characters and
their struggles, a more direct connection to the theme of globalization and identity would further
strengthen the analysis. For example, how specifically do characters like the judge, Sai, and Biju
navigate the pressures of globalization and shifting cultural identities?
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2. Transition Between Themes: The introduction could benefit from smoother transitions between
the themes of colonialism, globalization, and identity. Connecting these themes more explicitly
could help readers see how they intertwine in the narrative.

Overall Summary: The review presents a solid overview of the abstract and introduction, showcasing
the relevance and depth of the study. The focus on the themes of identity, culture, and globalization in
Kiran Desai’s The Inheritance of Loss is well articulated, and the approach to critical discourse analysis is
well-suited to examining the complex relationships between global and localized identities. The
introduction provides a comprehensive understanding of the novel’s themes and characters, although
further clarification on the integration of theory and textual analysis would strengthen the research.
Overall, the paper appears poised to offer valuable insights into the intersection of literature, culture, and
globalization.



